Does Bad Childrearing Produce Terrorists?
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There is a long tradition on blam ng nothers for creating crimnal children. W hear
about negl ect, abuse, and ignorance\227and, of course, bearing children out of wedl ock.
However, childrearing since the 20th century has inproved markedly in the Western
wor |l d and continues to occupy an inportant place in the mnds of npbst parents.

But another sort of childrearing is under the mcroscope today: the traditiona
childrearing practices in the MislimWrld, which psychol ogists are exploring. O

i Mmediate interest is a new book witten by one of Osanma bin Laden\222s sons and his
not her, Omar and Najwa Bin Laden: Gowing Up Bin Laden. Gsama Bin Laden marries as
often as he pl eases and spawns chil dren\227so far 20.

Bi n Laden\222s own father, a sinple nason who created a construction enpire worth
billions, seens to have at |east provided confort and educations for his 50 children
from whi ch Gsama benefited. However, the internal dynamics of such fanmly life
produces | onely, disaffected children and bitter wi ves. Such famlies are invariably
a pyramd of tyranny with the father the dictator at the apex, followed by el dest
son, then other sons, and |ast daughters, and bel ow them disposable w ves and
concubi nes. Power is not shared.

Orar bin Laden describes life with this extraordinarily wealthy father as a ni ghtmare
of deprivation and fanatical religiosity. OGsama, during his university experience in
Saudi Arabia, had been seduced by the nost mlitant, extreme version of Islam which
has guided his life ever since. He used his wealth to make war agai nst the \223infidels
\ 224

i n Afghani stan, Saudi Arabia, and the Wst (9/11 was financed and organi zed by hinj.
However, he refused to use his wealth for the benefit of his famly. They grew up in
Arabi a, Sudan, and Afghanistan in the nost mserable of conditions, \223w t hout |aughter
or toys, were routinely beaten, and lost their pets to painful death from poi son gas
experiments by their father\222s fighters.\224 W have all seen the ani mal experinents
carried out in the training canps. Now we know where the animals cane from

As the young boys canme of age, Osana told themto volunteer for suicide mssions.

\ 2230mar then knew that his father hated his enenies nore than he |oved his sons.\224
Israeli President Golda Meir once noted the same thing: \223There will be peace between
the Pal estinians and Israelis when they love their children nore than they hate us.\224
It has not happened yet.

Consi der al so the young N gerian who al nost bl ew up a passenger plane over Detroit on
Christmas Day. He too cones froma wealthy fanmily in which he was the 16th, and
youngest. Hi s weal thy banker father, with two wives and all of those children
provided themw th educations, but it seens there was not enough |ove or direction
for this young man. That the boy was willing to conmt nurder/suicide says much about
his nature and chil dhood and the militant religion that seduced himinto its death
cult.

Lest these observations seemto be just specific to two famlies, | would refer you
to the Journal of Psychohistory, Volune 29, No. 4 Spring 2002, with three articles
that explored the reasons behind suicide bonbing. Analyzing child-rearing practices
throughout history is sonething that is not rmuch approached by traditiona

hi stori ans. Superfreakonom cs al so notes that pregnant wonen fasting during Ranadan
damage their fetuses in ways that have dire consequences later. In addition, the
preference for cousin marriages and underage brides in the Muslimworld creates
genetic nightnmares as well.

What ever problems we have with our own child rearing practices, nost of us are
diligent (including our Mddle East inmmigrants) about wanting to do the best for

them Having one or two children is very different than having 16, 20, or 50, with
traditions that distance an autocratic father and with nothers conpeting and

desperate to survive. Rampant child and wife abuse adds an el ement of danger\227barely
suppressed rage in a child---that can be channeled into a mlitant death cult.
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