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Countries have alliances because no country is really an island all to itself. Wen
our country was new, we were sonmewhat protected by two oceans, and shortly began
having a navy to protect us fromother sea-goers with undue anbition. W signed
treaties with Canada and Mexi co, who then became allies.

VWhen air war became possible, we were still somewhat protected by shear distance. But
World War |1 ended that protection. And nuclear war with the Soviet Union was a
horrible possibility. W needed allies, and our allies needed us too.

Eur opean historic wars were characterized by constantly shifting alliances. Catholic
powers agai nst Protestant powers, one enpire against others, but ultimtely Germanic,
Slavic, and Western enpires at war. As Turkey becane a nodernizing power, its

enem es were Russia, France, and England. This was a case of Christian vs Islamc
powers. Germany and Turkey ignored religion and becane allies because of politics and

geogr aphy.

The US managed to stay out of European wars throughout the 19th century. Instead, it
was involved in its own western novenent and eventual |y hegenony over the Western
Hem sphere.

Wrld War | ended America\222s isolationism W had to get involved with an alliance
wi th Engl and, France, and Russia, against Germany and Turkey because Germany forced

us to choose. That war drained Europe to a standstill, that ended only when America

entered and forced an arm stice.

Because World War | never really ended definitively, it resuned after a generation as
Wrld War 11, forcing sone very strange alliance indeed. The British Enpire woul d
have col | apsed without an alliance with us. France as an ally was worthl ess, so
Britain and the US had to ally with the new Russi an comuni st enpire. The villains
here were a wanabe enpire, Nazi Germany allied with pretend enpire Italy and rea
enpire Japan. This was truly a horrific world war, every country invol ved.

The US was the mmjor winner of this war, unscathed because there was no conflict on
our own soil. The Nazis were defeated, as were the Japanese. Russia fought heroically
and hel ped defeat the Nazis and then absorbed the eastern part of Europe.

At the end of this horrific war, the only great powers were the Soviet Union, now a
new enpire, and the US, sponsor of a recovering denocratic world. This was a

st andof f: Communi sm agai nst Representative governnments, and the potential horror was
a gl obal nucl ear war.

Eur ope was saved: rebuilt by the US and thriving under two sets of alliances: NATO
(North Atlantic Treaty O gani zation) whi ch was godfathered and protected by the US
and the Soviet Enpire with its Conmuni st captives, and the European Union. This was a
time that no nation could really survive without friends and alliances. Wth NATO an
attack on one ally was confronted by all. The EU was an econonmic alliance, but it was
NATO that protected it.

The Cold War was a hal f-century of clandestine struggle between two great inperia
systens, the USSR and US and Europe. The US won when the USSR col | apsed, outspent and
out - gover ned.

Time to end NATO said pacifists. Not yet, said realists. The Russian Enpire was not
dead. It was on another trajectory to rebuild empire, and NATO graduated from North
Atlantic protections to all of Europe, particularly needed by countries bordering
Russi a, sonme forner col onies of the USSR

Ukr ai ne was one of those forner col onies, and Russia thought they could take it back
into captivity. They did not belong to NATO and wi thout US protection, would have
lost its independence. If they had been NATO menbers, Russia would not have been able
to get away with their land grab and invasion

The majority of Anmericans understand how i nportant Ukraine is to world order. A

handf ul of Republicans who have been seduced by Russian noney and Donal d Trunp\222s | ove
affair with Putin oppose support of Ukraine. They remind us of the Nazi synpathizers
just before World War 11. W always have sone |like that.

Ukraine matters. Russia knows this and is fighting us the only way they can
exploiting our internal contradictions and corruptible traitors. W can\222t |let the



spoi l ers succeed. NATO matters.
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