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Last nonth, | wote that Religion and Denpcracy are a conbi nati on destined for
conflict. Religion requires belief in sonething without proof: faith. Denbcracy

i nvol ves arriving at consensus on how to organi ze an orderly society. It requires
t hi nki ng, discussion, and ultimately voting for either representatives or issues.
Denocracy al so needs representatives and voters thensel ves with good character:
somet hi ng once shaped by religion. W seemto need both.

Human bei ngs have al ways been thinkers and questioners: why does the sun rise and set
was expl ai ned by the ancient G eeks and Romans inmagi ning the sun god riding in his
chariot across the sky. Until the invention of the telescope in the 15th century,
manki nd had no proof of planets, stars, and the fact that the earth was a gl obe, not
a flat surface. Mythol ogy was repl aced by science.

Worren had an intinmate relationship with religious inmagining. The noon?s particul ar
behavi or: seening to have a 28-day-cycle between birth (new noon), full nmoon, and
ebbi ng back to new noon, replicated the femal e experience of nmonthly bl eedi ng,
pregnancy, birth, old age, and death.

It is possible that the first human mathematici ans were wonen, who decoded the
connection between sex and pregnancy. For eons, nen didn?t have a clue that these two
realities were sequential. Wnen were the first to count nonths: nine of them

bet ween a sexual act and childbirth. Until men caught on, they either feared or
wor shi pped wonen. Men feared wonen?s ability to bleed yet not die, and their
nysterious control over childbirth. Wen nmen finally caught on, they spent the next

m || enni a punishing wonen, putting nale power back into the nystery of childbirth.

Men i nagi ned that wonen were |ike enpty vessels, nade to hold nen?s nagical fluid.
They even i magi ned that sperm held m niature babies that they planted in fertile
wonbs.

Today around the world, we have remants of these imagi ned religious systens that
depend upon dictatorial power to sustain them As historian Hannah Arendt once wote:
God was the first dictator. Al though the founders of the major human religions told
us they spoke with God, nobody el se has. They have taken these spokesnmen?s words for
it, calling dictators? |aws "God?s Law. "

Entire human systens were devel oped out of this first prem se: a prophet with
dictatorial or very persuasive powers established rules, |aws, and practices which
whol e peoples opted to follow These rules and practices were a m xed bag of good and
bad i deas, which once established, required a revolution to revi se.

Anci ent Judai sm established by Mbses, was a legalistic tribal cult. There were ten
orders that nust be obeyed (Ten Conmmandnents) sone of themw th death sentences for
di sobedi ence. Anci ent Judai smwas a system based on | aw. The first revolt against
this was |l ed by a young revol utionary, Joshua (Jesus) who urged his followers to
practice compassion rather than |egalism

The collision of Judaismand Christianity led to a much nore conpassi onate Judai sm
and a much nore legalistic Christianity. People tend to absorb the values of their
nei ghbors over tine.

I sl am was an amal gamati on of Judaism Christianity, and tribal Arab practice created
by Mohamrmad, an Arab prophet. Like all other religions, its birth was bl oody. Mdern
I slam has liberalized, but fundanentalist 7th century Islamlives on. Afghanistan is
its nodel .

Rel i gi ous systenms have collided head on with the rational world of science and the
political evolution of participatory government, Denocracy. There is open warfare
around the world today: a vast majority rejecting the imgined religions of the past.

Those that have noderni zed, however, enphasize noral teachings and have no
enf orcenent power. They pronpte conpassi on, recogni zing wonen as fell ow human bei ngs,
and rejecting dictatorships of all kinds. They still have followers, fortunately.

Modern religions also provide communal cel ebrations, historic nenmory of culture, and
rejection of evil and dictatorships. They practice the denbcracy of participatory
conmunity, pronoting ethics and good worKks.



The majority of humans today are secular. But religious fundanentalists still fight
back. They reject science, vaccines, birth control, and revere guns over conpassion
Sone even claimthat Trunp is a born-again Jesus, a m nd-bendi ng conparison

If the earth were flat, these rascals would fall off.
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