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Qur last columm explored the content of education today. This one will explore the
structure itself: addressing the big problemof Mddle School

Most of the country divides up children into El ementary School (kindergarten through
6th grade; M ddle School 7th and 8th, H gh School 9th-12th). These divisions are
supposed to track the physical and nental changes in children as they transition
through these years. Today, however, information is pouring in about Mddle

School s---in nmovies, reports fromparents, and accounts from children thensel ves.

There is no doubt that hornmonal changes are the great divide between children and
adol escents, and there doesn\ 222t seemto be rmuch adult help while children undergo
t hese changes.

| never experienced Mddle School, and fromwhat | hear and read, | amso gl ad
di dn\ 222t. My school systemwas in New York State fromthe 1940s to 1950s. My school s
were all in Rochester, New York, in a city of 300,000, blessed with plenty of culture

(much paid for by the George Eastnan estate) and industries with a long life (Eastman
Kodak, Bausch & Lonb, and Xerox). W had excell ent nmuseuns and public libraries, a
great music school, and a university.

The grade school systemthen was Kindergarten through 7th grade, the |ast grade

before teen ages. | attended a public high school built during the Roosevelt
Admi ni stration: a big school that brought together all the ethnicities then dom nant
in the city: Anglo-Saxon, German, Jew sh, Italian, Polish. | do not renenber any

Bl ack children in this particular school; the Bl ack nei ghborhood was in another part
of the city.

VWhat was really different was that we were a five-year high school, 8th grade through
12th. The 8th graders were often short and physically transitioning, reaching their
final heights by 10th grade. They were | ow man on the totem pole, and did not dare
act out, fearing the scolding and scorn of our bigger school nmates.

VWhat | do not recall is hating going to school. W were collected in honeroons for
our first class\227and these were nunbered 8-1 through 8-whatever, and the schoo
authorities insisted that these nunbers did not indicate status. (This was not true.
The 8-1s studied Latin and were identified as college material. | had a friend in
8-2, and he studi ed Spani sh, not necessarily coll ege bound.)

School was exciting, fun, our teachers were hunman beings to us, and often nentors.
Qur cl assmates were peers, and nmost of us did indeed go to coll ege.

The mi series, bullying, and cliques of today\222s M ddl e Schools (Junior Highs) were
m ssing. W all went through the sanme hornonal changes and difficulties of today\222s
adol escents, but the acting out was m ssing. Nobody had to tell us not to bully. That
was addressed in grade school by our teachers. And because we were all from working
class or mddle class famlies, we did not experience the econom c disparities that
automatically created differences.

| never discovered girls with cashnere sweaters and pearls who shunned the rest of
us, or service groups called "Knights and Ladi es" whose parents could afford the
special clothes and activities they enjoyed, until | had nmy last two years of High
School in California. It was a much nore stressful environnent than Rochester had
been.

What brought this to mnd was an article about a 13-year-old refugee fromthe Ukraine
war who was in Mddle School in San Francisco. She was horrified to observe the
behavi or, the bullying, acting out, rudeness to teachers, by these teens. She, and

ot her refugees, were bullied, not wel comed. School was not |ike that in Ukraine.

The two years of hone-schooling during the Pandenmic, along with the introduction of
soci al media, had turned otherw se vul nerabl e begi nni ng adol escents into bullies and
victims. The United States al so underfunds its schools, particularly those of the

| ess advantaged chil dren. Education depends on zip code, unfortunately.

Adding to these already trying conditions, teachers are being bullied by stupid
governors and bullying parents, both poisoning the | earning experience of the already
stressed children.



M ddl e School is a big m stake. Not a role nodel in sight just when they need them
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