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A country cannot enjoy the security of rule by |aw, an essential tenet of Anerican
val ues, when a majority begin to distrust the law. W are in such a place now.

An extensive poll run by the Associated Press (AP-Norc poll in July 2022) has
reported that two-thirds of Americans favor termlimts or a mandatory retirement age
for Suprenme Court Justices. A grow ng nunber of Americans report that they have
"hardly any confidence" in the Suprene Court.

The poll cites 82% of Denocrats and 57% of Republicans agree that justices serve
[imted tenure and have mandatory retirement ages.

This poll followed just weeks after recent high court rulings: stripping away wonen\222s
constitutional protections for abortion and expanding gun rights in the mdst of

expl odi ng mass nurders using weapons that used to be banned. The nunber of Americans

wi th di m ni shing confidence has soared from27%to 43%

A conmi ssion was tasked by President Biden to exam ne potential changes to the
Supreme Court and termlimts for Justices and all Federal judges with life tenure.
The conmi ssion was ultimately divided over whet her they believed Congress has the
power to pass a termlimts law This conclusion was |ast year. |f neeting today,
their conclusion mght be different. Congress does not need their approval.

In growing calls for reformof our justice systemis an exam nation of how our civi
| egal systemis failing. Most Anericans experience justice in civil issues, not
crimnal issues, in which defendants are provided with | awers even when pennil ess.

There are many people who | ose their homes, have their children taken away fromthem
or need protection froman abuser, who are not provided with a |awer if they cannot
pay for one.

Today, 85% of Californians, including nmllions of mddle-incone people, get no or
i nadequate help with their civil legal problems (Santa Cruz Sentinel, guest
columist, July 21).

Qur civil legal systemworks for the privileged and the wealthy, but it fails the

| ow and middl e-i ncone people every year. This is an enbarrassnent on the

i nternational stage. The Wrld Justice Project ranked the US 126th out of 139
countries on the accessibility and affordability of civil justice. Even worse, anong
the 46 nost wealthy countries, we rank | ast.

Two California initiatives are addressing these problens. One woul d expand the supply
of hel pers by licensing well=trained paraprofessionals who specialize in famly | aw
or consumer debt. This would parallel the nmedical systemthat has nurse practitioners
who expand nedical availability to nore patients.

Utah and Arizona have pioneered in a systemto provide help to victins of donestic
vi ol ence, restraining orders, and a conputer app that hel ps people clear old
convictions and get a clean slate. Even nore inventive is providing snmall businesses
with on-line access to lawers at any tine for $9 a nonth.

These reforns, at least in California, require Assenblymen to block the bills witten
by the chairs of the state Judiciary conmittees who support the status quo. The
public needs to be aware of this conflict.

The | egal profession itself needs updating, according to Kevin Frazier (San Francisco
Chronicle, July 25), who notes that the practice of lawin the US | ooks nore |ike

one\ 222s grandf at her\ 222s practice than that needed by our grandchildren in the future.
t

is old, brittle, and bound to break

We are facing such a crisis now, as a result of the Supreme Court majority, which
overturned Roe v Wade, |ed by Justice Samuel Alito, who based his reasoning on an
18th century British jurist who believed witches shoul d be burned and worren were the



property of their husbands and fathers.

Qur Constitution has becone shackled in a way that the Foundi ng Fathers never
i ntended. Thonas Jefferson wote that each generation should have the sol em
opportunity to update the constitution every nineteen or twenty years.

If the Supreme Court and |ower courts continue to tie the Constitution to inaccurate
and irrelevant history, they\222l| deny younger and future generations the chance to
make periodical repairs.

If we cannot restore our faith in our justice system 222s rel evance, we will no | onger
be a denocracy follow ng rule of
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