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Qur history shows us that our usually slow noving republic can periodically nmake

| eaps of progress that inmmeasurably better the lives of our citizens. If this
happened too often, it could be destabilizing. But over time, we find needs that have
not been met or require governmental planning. These | eaps began al nost inmediately
after becomi ng a nation.

Presi dent Jefferson pronoted an infrastructure programthat built the Erie Cana
system along the rivers of New York that made possible water transportation of goods
that opened up the then west, Ohio.

Presi dent Lincoln began the building of the transcontinental railroads, that opened
this country fromthe Atlantic to the Pacific

Presi dent Theodore Roosevelt |aunched the National Parks systemthat protected our
best treasures from despoiling by industrial devel opnent. This was our first
envi ronnental | aw.

Presi dent Franklin Del ano Roosevelt initiated nunerous prograns that saved this
country frompolitical disaster during the great Depression, addressing and rescuing
crunbling infrastructure, funds to save artists, libraries, schools, banks, and the
buil ding that came with them

Presi dent Ei senhower quietly built the interstate highway system theoretically for
nati onal security, but actually creating a rapid road system never before addressed
on a national |evel.

There are things that cannot be acconplished for the benefit of all citizens, but are
addressed pi eceneal by the individual states. Over time, this | eaves a very uneven
devel opnent of institutions with some states flourishing and others mred in the
static past. Such differences affect our political systens too, as we can see today.
We see it nmost in the growi ng divide between rural and urban Anerica.

The large cities are doing best with opti mum benefits for business, education, and
health. The rural areas are suffering deterioration, |oss of population, and bad

heal th consequences. Such disparities are made worse by the political arrangenments of
our denocracy: gerrymandering voting districts, a senate with two nmenbers from each
state (disregardi ng popul ation size), giving undue power to individuals fromvery
smal |l states being able to halt nmjority nmandates.

Presi dent Biden was elected in the midst of problenms that could have destroyed our
systemof rule of law, with a defeated president refusing to accept defeat, fomenting
a canpaign to undo the election and create a dictatorship. The attenpted coup fail ed,
but the el ected president saw that this was the time for nmajor changes that could
bridge the gulf between the haves and have nots.

He pushed through a rescue bill that punped noney into all sectors laid |ow by a
devastati ng pandem c. This provided tenporary relief. But now, he has supported a
once in several generations program of addressing a nunber of essential issues:
crunbl i ng physical infrastructure (bridges, transit, ports, water systens) which has
just passed with the hel p of sone Republicans.

More difficult is the social infrastructure programthat addresses childcare, working
worren, upgradi ng education for the new jobs, environnental protections, innovation
nmedi cal care for everyone, voting rights with national uniformty, and probably nost
difficult of all: restoration of all guardrail institutions that protect us from
those with dictatorial aspirations. W are once nore | ooking at ethics.

Why this current |eap of progress is needed is that the revolution in technol ogy
rushed in with consequences that left many with no protections at all. This tech
revol ution has also laid waste to the former conmunications systens shared by all
dai ly newspapers, only a few TV channels with prograns watched by nost of us, and a
conmon system of el enentary through hi gh school education

President Lincoln said it well when he said a nation half slave and half free cannot
stand. The supporters of the slave half tried to withdraw fromthe uni on and waged
war, which they lost. Now the danger conmes fromthose follow ng facts (truth) and
those believing conspiracies (alternate facts). The econom ¢ and social chasns nust
be addressed if we are to have one nation, under law, with justice for all, not two



fighting canps.

Presi dent Biden believes that this energency gives us a reason for finally creating a
nore just, nore equal society: jobs, health, environnent and conmon val ues. The Build
Better Act appears to be the road to such a rescue.
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