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For a first-hand account by sonebody whose entire alnost |life (he is over 80) was
spent in the Intelligence comunity, it would be difficult to find a better guide.
This menmpire covers the successes and failures of an institution designed to protect
us fromexternal forces meaning us harm C apper is honest to a fault, considered
blunt and fearless in speaking truth to power (see some of his Congressiona
hearings) and yet the first to acknowl edge that the hunman beings in Intelligence can
sonetines miss things, can sonetinmes get things wong. Nonethel ess, their successes
far outnunber their m sses.

Cl apper stepped down in January 2017 as the fourth US director of Nationa
Intelligence, serving for six and a half years as President Cbanma\222s senior
intelligence advisor and five decades serving presidents of both parties. This was

| onger than his three predecessors conbined. He was there during the successful raid
on Gsanmm bin Laden, the Benghazi attack, the |eaks of Edward Snowden, and the Russian
canpai gn to affect the 2016. Anerican election. During all of these operations, the

| ast three of which were less than stellar, he testified at hearings, wal king the
tightrope of telling the facts while not revealing classified information that needed
protection.

The Russian attack on our election, however, was the final outrage that pushed him
into doing what intelligence officials rarely do: go public. H s inside experience as
unfol ded in this book and his uncharacteristic public statenments about the dangers
that face our institutions nmakes this an inportant work. By naking it an account of
his life since childhood, he hunani zes the experience of a lifetine spent in a

di screte and often secretive institution. He states bluntly that the Russian attacks
on our institutions (election, courts, news nedia), which our current President is
doubl i ng down on, requires an all-hands-on-deck rally to protect our denocracy.

Cl apper has joined a fellow intelligence chief, Mchael Hayden (see ny review) and
ot hers (diplomats, Suprenme Court justices, and journalists) in attenpting to educate
the Anerican public about their disciplines and why they matter. These books,
however, will only influence those Anericans who read and take the trouble to vote.

Cl apper confesses that until the shocking results of the 2016 el ection, he had not
realized just how nmuch frustration with and resentnent toward Washi ngton those
conmuni ti es who voted for Donald Trunp had, and how deep the anger went. The

Russi ans, apparently, did know, and they played on it. There al so appeared to be

i ndi cations that the Russians were probing the Trunp canpai gn organi zation to offer
their aid in winning. C apper says that we don\222t yet know how rmuch their efforts were
responsi ble for this unexpected win, but we do know that they played a role.

The OGbama admi ni stration knew about this Russian conspiracy, but were reluctant to
seemto be "putting a thunmb" on the scale of the election. W soon | earned that the
Russi ans had both feet on it. But there were other events that had al ready poi soned
the waters, such as the Edward Snowden whol esal e dunp of classified information and
the Julian Assange Russi an-supported operati on of hacking and publishing. They fuel ed
di strust.

Cl apper was born into the intelligence business. He notes that both the earliest
notions of a US Intelligence Community and the nenace of the Soviet threat to the

West were born about the sane tine as C apper was. Hi s father had been drafted into
the Arny in 1944 when Janes was 3, and as a signals intelligence officer he supported
i ntercepting Japanese and Gernman comunications to help the Allies win the war. H s
father remained in the Arnmy and led the famly to nany of the world\222s | esser garden
spots that his assignments took him C apper |earned early never to tal k about what
his father did. This lifetime of protecting secrets nakes his current book even nore
remarkabl e. He provides us with the Intelligence Cormunity, warts and all

He wites: "My hope is to capture and share the experience of nore than fifty years
inthe intelligence profession, to inpart the pride that intelligence officers take
in their work, the care with which they consider the ethical inplications of

surveill ance and espi onage, and the patriotismand willingness to sacrifice that they
bring to the job. And finally, | intend to show what Russia did to the United States
during the 2015 el ection was far worse than just another post-Cold War jab at an old
adversary. What happened to us was a sustained assault on our traditional values and
institutions of governance, fromexternal as well as internal pressures. In the wake



of that experience, ny fear is that many Americans are questioning if facts are even
knowabl e, as foreign adversaries and our national |eaders continue to deny objective
reality while advancing their own \22lalternative facts.\222 | believe the destiny of the
Anerican ideal is at stake."

| think so too
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