Irag War Revisited with Critical Thinking
Post ed On: Decenber 31, 1969

A British report released a few weeks ago roundly castigated former Prine Mnister
Tony Blair for his m sguided support of Anerica’'s war to unseat Saddam Hussein in
Iraqg. Blair is as much condemed (and | oathed) by the British left as forner

Presi dent George Bush is by the Anmerican left (and Donald Trunp). Both | eaders are
accused of having "lied" about Iraqg’ s possession of weapons of mass destruction. To
defend both positions, it is true that these weapons were not found during the

i nvasion. But there is much nore to this situation that requires sharp critica

t hi nki ng before accepting the accusation of deliberate |ying.

Just because "everybody is saying so" does not make it right. I would Ilike to go
through an exercise that may well have been one used by our president’s advisers and
those of the UK before our invasion of Iraqg.

o] WWD. Saddam Hussein had tried for years to have weapons that woul d deter anybody
fromthinking of invasion. The Israelis destroyed his nuclear conplex in 1981. W did
not know whether he rebuilt it. We do know that he had poison gas (Sarin) that he

used on Iraq’s Kurdish villages. And | nyself remenber hearing an Iragi chem ca

war f are physicist who had fled Iraq telling us in a lecture at the Defense Language
Institute, that Saddam Hussein was obsessed with devel opi ng chenical and bi ol ogi ca
weapons.

Saddam Hussein t hreatened that he had not only a two-million-man arny, but also W/Ds
that could destroy an invader. Wen the US military captured and debri efed Saddam he
confessed that the threats were nmeant for Iran, and he assuned that our C A would
know that he really did not have such things. He also said that if he had time, he
woul d have rebuilt his nuclear facilities and ranped up his chem cal/bi ol ogi ca
prograns.

We didn't find stockpiles of nustard gas (which they had used on Iran ten years
earlier) or biological weapon stockpiles because Saddanis pals, the Russians, trucked
out this material and spirited it all to Lebanon and Syria. The convoys were observed
fromour planes and satellites for the week before we invaded. | renmenber seeing the
pi ctures of these convoys, and hearing runors that barrels of this stuff were rotting
in Beirut and Syrian baserments. No, we found nothi ng when we invaded Iraqg, but that
doesn’t mean they had not possessed them

o] Political Decisions. Wen the Bush adm nistration took power, they responded to
the general public’'s demand that our defense budget be reduced. A Denocratic

presi dent never could have gotten away with this, but a Republican could and did. W
invaded Irag with a minimal force and prevail ed because Saddami s arny was inconpetent
and soldiers ran away. Had we just handed power over to a respectable Iraqgi genera
(some of whom were Anerican trained) and demanded that he find and execute Saddam we
woul d have been heroes. W didn’t have sufficient nanpower to maintain order. Looting
began.

o] Denocracy Project. This well-intentioned project has worked only once since
President WIson proposed it: on CGernany, ltaly, and Japan, under our occupation
after World War 11. W keep trying to plant "denocracy"” in countries that cannot

possi bly sustain it. Voting is not denpbcracy. Institutions and rule of |aw are the
basis for creating and nmaintaining a denocracy. No country with a Muslimnmgjority can
sustain denocracy for nore than a short tine.

o] Di sbandi ng the Baathist Party. The Baathist Party was nodel ed after Nazi sm and
needed to be di sbanded. However, not all Baathists were true believers (nor were al
Nazi s). We had the good sense in Germany to de-Nazify governnent officials who were
not crimnal so that they could rejoin and serve Gernan society. Had we done the sane
in lrag, we would not have had the horrible war we still fight.

o] VWhat we didn’'t know. Iraq had a Sunni Muslimmajority for centuries---but the
Shiite popul ation had a birth spurt during the | ast decades under Saddam

Di ctatorships are very secretive about data such as updating census nunbers. They
l'ie.

Hi story may well back my assessnent better than knee-jerk Monday Mrning
Quart er backi ng.
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