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If the thugs in ISIS were not so busy decapitating people, we m ght have been paying
nore attention to a longer-termhostile force, Russia. Russia has been an inportant
target of Western attention since the 19th century, when this once backward, frozen
backwater came to |ife and proceeded to conquer and col onize all the countries across
Central Asia (the old Silk Route), ending on China s border on the Pacific COcean.
They controlled 11 time zones and warranted wat chi ng.

Russia was an enpire fromthe 18th century onward, a process only tenporarily
arrested by the Russian Revolution. After the communists briefly recognized the

i ndependence of their former colonies, they took themall back again under a new

i mperial rule, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). After a |long Cold War
with the west, that enpire coll apsed and Russia was, briefly, once nore a single
country, the inperial holdings given (or taking) independence.

Today, Russia is governed by an adept politician with a single-m nded program of
restoring the glory of the lost enpire. Madinmr Putin is a nbodern, educated,
one-time Soviet Intelligence operative and, unusual anong Russians, a teetotaler. H's
brai n does not get nuddl ed with vodka, unlike many of his predecessors. He is fuel ed
by a barely conceal ed rage at how t he Sovi et Union collapsed and how the United
States energed as the single hegenbn in the world.

Li beral Denocracy is not his thing; Russia s |long past with autocratic governance is
nore natural to him---and, unfortunately, to the majority of Russian voters.
Russia’s brutal history has taught the | esson that "better the devil you know than
the anarchy you get without him™"

For the Russian analyst, there are a few givens that nust be consi dered:

o] Russia can only project power in |land war, concentrating on obtaining buffer zone
S
in their periphery. This explains why the Ukraine is so inportant to them

0 Their naval power has always been flawed. Mst of their territorial waters are
i cebound rmuch of the year, with outlets so narrow they are easy to watch. The US
could see every submarine or vessel |eaving these frozen ports.

o] The Bl ack Sea offers the only warmwater ports available to the Russian fleet,
whi ch expl ains the seizure of the Crinea. However, it is also well known that the
ships are in poor shape, as are the submarines (horrific accidents killing all on

board in the recent past). Russia cannot be a great naval power, as are Britain and
the US. Even Japan trounced the Russians in 1906 at Port Arthur, a nationa
hum i ati on.

o] Russian mlitary training is brutal and their mandatory mlitary service is as
al ways corrupted by those with noney to avoid it. Leo Tol stoy, the great 19th century
witer and once nmilitary officer, wote that the Russian officer corps could barely
conmuni cate with their ignorant recruits and they took their orders froma narrow
upper crust of aristocratic senior officers.

During Wrld War |, although the recruits thensel ves were often brave, |oyal, and
obedi ent, when faced with the literate and nodern arm es, the Russian infantrynen
were at an increasing di sadvantage. "The trinity of Tsar, Church, country still had

power to evoke unthi nking courage; but defeat and drink, could rapidly rot devotion
to the reginent’s colours and icons." (John Keegan, The First Wrld War, p. 141.)

Al t hough today’s soldiers are literate, they did not do well in the Afghan war for
much the same reasons as they faced during World War |, bad | eadership
o] Russia’'s old foe, Turkey, still controls the outlets of the Black Sea, which

hanpers egress of the Russian fleet and the Turkish fleet is far nore nodern and
dwarfs the size of the Russian fleet.

o] Russi a’s popul ati on has declined by half since 1950, whereas the Mislim popul atio
ns
of its neighbors is burgeoning. This is a great threat to its future. Its main source



of incone, energy, is not enough to nake a nodern state thrive over the long haul. In
addi ti on, they nmake nothing that anyone wants. Putin’s belligerance smacks of
desperati on.
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