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Wth all the hand wingi ng about Egypt\342\200\231s armnmy abruptly renoving an el ected
president, nore serious problens are not getting nuch attention

The US had hoped that supporting the (unwel cone) outcome of an el ection would

encour age the Miuslim Brotherhood to | earn how to govern. However, the Muslim

Br ot her hood abhors everything that |iberal denocracy val ues and they had resurrected
the fear of \342\200\234one man, one vote, one tine.\342\200\235

We Anericans often assune that an el ection neans that denocracy is alive and well.
This is not so. Holding an el ection nmeans that sometines, for the first tine, people
are selecting their own governance. But how did that choice happen? Are the voters
literate and thoughtful? Do the majority (who are not literate and thoughtful) have
any idea of permitting the losers to participate in the governnent, or are the |osers
persecuted? Do the majority in Miuslimcountries recognize the rights of those of
other faiths to share citizenship rights? Do they recognize the rights of wonen to
share in these rights? Do they even recogni ze the right of people who have no
interest inreligion to share citizenship rights?

Egypt denonstrates the |ack of all of these rights. The Mislim Brotherhood, a
80-year-old mlitant Islam st party, has garnered the support of the ignorant and
illiterate, but has suffered persecution at the hands of the military dictatorship
that ran Egypt over 60 of those years. They were persecuted, not for their religious
beliefs, but for their violence: assassinations, myhem and bad behavior. Recently
they foreswore violence and becane the chief organized opposition to the mlitary

di ctat orshi p.

The arny, seeing the nobs demandi ng Mubar ak\ 342\ 200\ 231s ouster, supported the nobs and
et

the Muslim Brot her hood\ 342\ 200\ 231s candi date, Mhamuad Mrsi, take the presidency. Durin
g his

one year in power, he violated every aspect of a tolerant, power-sharing denocracy.

This time, the public rage was faster. Three-quarters of Egyptians fromall parties

and sects wanted Mdrsi out. The one-quarter denonstrating agai nst Morsi\342\200\231s reno
va

are all MuslimBrotherhood rent-a nmobs, ready to \342\200\234die for their God,\342\200

\ 235 t hey say.

Shoul d we be supporting the process of denocracy (an el ection) or the val ues of
denocracy (tol erance, conpetence, and shared power)? Meanwhile, Egypt is sinking into
probl ems that nobody can solve in the short term

\ 342\ 200\ 242 Econony. Egypt used to be an exporter of wheat. Their agriculture is cras
hi ng due

to increasing water shortages, flight of peasants fromvillages into cities |ooking

for work, and the crash of the tourismindustry, Egypt\342\200\231s best business. Did th
e

religious voters consider that tourists will not visit an Islam st country where
foreigners mght be abused or killed by religious fanatics? WII| tourists visit a

resort where al cohol is banned?

\ 342\ 200\ 242 Hunger. No matter who will be the next president, Egypt is having a huge
f ood

problem They no | onger raise enough on their disappearing farns. The Nile River is

no | onger adequate to neet the needs of agriculture or electric power. The snal
petro-chem cal industry does not provide enough fuel for Egypt\342\200\231ls transportatio
n

needs. W can expect bread riots and gasoline line riots to increase.

\ 342\ 200\ 242 Popul ati on. Anbng the educated elites, the fertility rate has dropped jus
t as it

has everywhere in the world. But anpbng the vast mmjority of pious Egyptians, the
fertility rate continues to produce popul ati on doubling even since 1990. The

Econom st Magazi ne al ways considers a grow ng popul ati on a good thing for the

economny. In Egypt, it is not a good thing. Unenploynent rates for young nen are
approaching 50% For the nation as a whole, inflation is at 8.5% and unenpl oynent 15%
(wel | understated).



\ 342\ 200\ 242 Publ i c Di sorder. The unhappi ness of unenpl oyed testosterone-poi soned youn
g nen

finds rel ease in gang raping wonen at political denonstrations. The Islamsts claim

that wonmen should stay hone if they want to avoid rape; the Mrsi opponents claim

that the Islam sts are doing the raping. This is clearly revenge agai nst woren

demandi ng ri ghts.

No matter what President Cbanma does, it will make little difference. He will be
criticized by those on the Right and Left. Hi s position of urging denmpcratic
institutions (not elections) and pronoting stability is the best he can do.
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