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Most Anerican voters don\222t care about American foreign policy until sonething cones
to bite them But every so often, specific groups get involved in seeking

intervention for their particular ethnic interests: Armenians wanti ng condemati on

for Turkey who committed a genoci de about which, for alnbst a century now, Turks have
refuse to recogni ze or apol ogi ze.

Sonetimes groups want to affect Anerican |aw, such as those with hysterical fear of
Chinese imm gration, based on a notion of \223yellow peril.\224 The same applies today to
an irrational fear of Mexican inmgration. And, of course, the perennial conflict

between the Israelis and Pal estinians stirs up passions anmpobng conflicting Anerican
groups. Wen political activists swear \223solidarity\224 with Gaza, Jews renenber \223ne
ver

agai n\ 224 and see |srael\222s exi stence at stake.

How shoul d we deal with Genocide, for exanmple? After Wrld War Il when we finally

| earned what the Nazi death canps had done, we resolved \223never again,\224 never nore t
0

permt genocide. For all of our good intentions, genocides did continue and the West

did not intervene. The carnage in Rwanda was not halted by any outside power, to the
shanme of us all. The carnage when Yugosl avi a disintegrated went unaddressed unti
Secretary of State Madeline Al bright shamed her adnministration into stopping it. The

Eur opeans, in whose midst this was happeni ng, |ooked the other way until NATO with
strong American | eadership, did what Europeans shoul d have done.

The | ong Arab oppression of African Bl acks, even when they are Miuslim went unnoticed
until Christian Mssionaries risked their necks getting the goods on Sudan. Many

Bl ack refugees fromthe Sudanese Cenoci de sought refuge in Israel rather than Arab
countries, a conment of sorts on what they could expect from Arab Misli ns.

The Vi et nanmese ended Canbodi a\ 222s genoci de just as Syria ended Lebanon\222s mnurderous
civil war, and both were roundly condemmed by the West and the UN for \223interfering in
the sovereignty\224 of another country. National sovereignty was nore inportant than
human rights or genocide, it seenms. So what kind of foreign policy should Arerica

have in this conplex and dangerous worl d?

Presi dent Gbanma has been conpelled by events to think very carefully before we go
charging in to stop a genocide or renove a nurderous |eader. W did not think |ong
enough before charging in to Iraqg and Afghani stan under President Bush, although he

had the good angels on his side in renpoving Saddam Hussein fromlraq and the Taliban
from Af ghani st an.

Hi s m stake, despite good intentions, was trying to replace these nonstrous regines

with western style denocracy. Nation building is not what we do well today. The only
reason it succeeded after World War Il in Gernmany and Japan was that these were both
nodern, literate countries that had experienced denocratic institutions in their

past, and it worked because they had been totally conquered. W have never since

then fought a war ended by \223unconditional surrender,\224 as is obvious in our Korean a
nd

Vi et nanese interventions. It is a different world today.

The latest foreign policy conflict has to do with humanitarian intervention

Presi dent Obana was asked why was it OK in Libya and not in Syria, and he answered

that we intervened in Libya \223because we coul d.\224 Both the geography and ethnicities
in

Li bya made it feasible to take out a dictator (Ghadafi) threatening genocide. Libya

is a huge desert country with a small and nostly honpbgeneous popul ati on, naking

mlitary intervention fairly easy. The difficult part will be devel oping a

responsi bl e denocracy there, which | think is one nore nission inmpossible. | wsh we
were not trying.

Syria, however, is geographically difficult land with many nountai n fastnesses
hosting a multi-ethnic and nmulti-religious popul ati on, nost of whom hate and fear
each other. Dictatorships, nasty as they are, have protected ethnic and religious
mnorities far better than a future Islanm st governnent would do. Not everybody in
Syria wants that governnent to fall because they know quite well what would follow.

Qur good intentions to stop carnage might instead |lead to worse. This provides a
m nefield of issues we nust pick through carefully or rue the consequences.
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