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Riots by the insulted and furious are not exclusive to the Muslimworld, although it

has becone a standard cultural exercise there. | remenber the student denonstrations

of 1973, furious denonstrations that spread throughout Europe and Anerica. W cane

to think that \223students\224 owned revol utions; but they are only cannon fodder. | was
taking nmy doctoral oral exanms at USC when the proceedings were interrupted by the

sound of breaking glass across the canpus. For nonths, | had noved the classes |

taught out of doors after the ubiquitous false bonmb threats. Wiy were students

trashing their university?

Sone of these students were genuinely outraged by their powerlessness in the face of
adult authority. But others joined the riots---both young wonen and men---who often
wound up in bed afterwards. Denonstrations unleash both adrenaline and sex hornones.
Nobody is tal king about this, but | think today\222s Muslimrioters are no different.

We have become accustomed to the sight of outraged screaming nmen who rally to the

streets after every perceived \223insult\224 to their religion. These ramnpagers are
uniformy male, ranging frombearded Islam st with an agenda to what was descri bed by

one journalist watching the Cairo denonstrations as \223football hooligans.\224 | saw the
m

nysel f on television, young nen w thout beards dressed in western casual clothing.
wonder ed why these seemingly secular Muslins were out there. Were they really so

insulted by this stupid filmor was there another reason?

This is not to dismss being insulted; Islamis insulted by the very primacy of the
nodern world, leaving themin the dust. But they are not insulted enough to avoid
nodern neans of conmuni cation, weapons, and propaganda. Nor are they unwilling to
produce their own insults: TV series such as the provocative and patently fal se
Protocol s of the Elders of Zion, a conspiracy story cooked up by the Russian secret
police in 1899.

But | ooking at these young and seeningly nodern nmen screaming in the street, ny
menory returned to the siege of the American Enbassy in Tehran in 1979. Many of the
shouti ng young men (and even women) were university students, but the real actors who
went over the walls and took the enbassy were bearded and nuch too long in tooth to
be students. They were Islam st operatives.

Young nen in the Muslimworld have plenty to be unhappy about. They are unhappy that
their econonies are wetched, that there are few worthwhile jobs for them that

wi t hout jobs they cannot hope to marry, and they are bored. Family life in the Muslim
world is very snothering and oppressive (by western standards). Getting out in the
street and working up insulted outrage is an outlet for what m ght otherw se be
directed against their authorities. And Muslimrage is a good cover for other

agendas.

Note that the supposed \223Muslim Spring\224 in Cairo was peopled by a very different |ot

Qur press interviewed charm ng, English-speaking techies who desperately wanted a
nodern society just |like Europe. W did not consider how few there are like that in
Egypt, in which the majority are ignorant, poor, and ready to believe any conspiracy
runor wthout question. The majority in the square were nore or |ess secular and
nodern, and young wonen played a |leading role. They paid for their bol dness in being
raped and beaten by both the police and the same |Islam sts who raped Lara Logan, a 60
M nutes journalist. Cairo is notorious for hordes of young, seem ngly westernized nen
who prey upon any unacconpani ed wonman who dares appear in the public space. | see

t est ost erone poi soni ng here.

The stupid anti-Islamc amateur novie was of fensive, but the vast majority of rioters
around the world had no way of seeing it. They were ready for a runble, and the novie
was a pretext, not a cause. The next tine you see outraged nobs in the streets,

consi der the multiple psychol ogi cal and soci ol ogical issues that have nade them
crazy. These denobnstrations are never spontaneous. They are al ways organi zed and
staged. Wthout the caneras there, they would nelt.

675 words

Dr. Laina Farhat-Hol zman is a historian, lecturer, and author of "Ten Inventions That



Changed Everything." You may contact her at Lfarhat102@ol.com or
www. gl obal t hi nk. net .



