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| recently wote an editorial about Genocide, with its long trek through history\227but
one of ny coll eagues noted that | had not nentioned the USSR, one of the worst human
rights offenders ever. My friend, Swedi sh hunman rights attorney Bertil Haggnan
conpiled the violent death statistics of the USSR from 1917 to 1982: The Conmuni st
Genoci de (in Swedish), ten years before the denise of the Soviet Union. Haggman
estimated about 104 million dead in his 1982 book; now the nunbers are known to be
closer to 150 million victinms and he is updating and translating his book. No doubt

the Nazis woul d have approached |i ke nunbers had they ruled for 75 years rather than
12 years.

Haggman notes that in a 2007 opinion poll in Sweden, 95 percent of Swedish children
knew about the Jew sh Hol ocaust, but 90 percent knew not hing about the Soviet |abor
and concentration canps. Wy have the Sovi ets been given such a pass?

In 1932-33, a famine was raging in the Wkraine, a famine that Stalin created and
ruthl essly carried out to punish uppity peasants and an incipi ent independence
nmoverrent. Hi s thugs confiscated the entire grain production of the Ukrai ne and dunped
it on the world market, deliberately starving 7 to 10 million Ukrainians. Western
journalists were ferried around by the Soviets, who prevented them from seeing
anyt hi ng damagi ng. The German Consul in Kharkiv and journalists Gareth Jones and

Mal col m Muggeridge tried to bl ow the whistle on this horror, but were scorned by the
mai nst ream press, and nost shamefully, by the falsifications of New York Tines
journalist, Walter Duranty.

The Communi sts did a rmuch better job of sow ng propaganda anong gullible idealists
than the Nazis, whose nessage was only too clear to liberals. Wrld War |I, in which
the Soviets were our allies against the Nazis, gave them nore breathing space to do
what they did without criticism The heavy-handed Un- American Activities Conmittee of
the US Senate was too obnoxious to convince idealists; it took the surprising
revel ati ons of Soviet Prem er Khrushchev to finally open the curtain that had hi dden
the reality of Stalin and his genocides. It was very painful for western Comunists
to admt they had been duped into believing in an inmaginary utopia.

Wien we see the tally of Communi st slaughters, the list includes not just the Sovi et
Uni on, but China, Soviet satellites, and other Marxi st states such as North Korea,
nost of which have used starvation as a weapon. It is astonishing to think of how
much of a pass they are given by our press and educational institutions.

Qur presidents are always keen on human rights. Their prograns, however, are out of
necessity selective and thus hypocritical. A president |earns that noral positions
sometines conflict with practical considerations; he cannot just condemn bad actors
uniformy. It was nuch easier to | ook noral condemmi ng sone of our allies who were
mlitary dictatorships (Philippines, Taiwan, South Korea) than to condemn autocracies
that had oil, such as the Saudis or Iraqgis.

The sane thing is true for \223Amesty International,\224 which is constrained to condemn
only those countries that give them access. Ammesty has al ways been much nore

critical of human rights abuses in the West, with nore criticismof |Israel than of

Burma, Sri Lanka, or Saudi Arabia. They have rarely condemmed hi deous Muslim

practices directed agai nst wonen, an issue that is left for both fem nist groups and

the U S. State Departnent in their annual list of the worst human rights offenders.

There are hol ocausts goi ng on today that appear to be getting a pass. Can anyone
estimate the death toll for wonen in the Muslimworld and Africa? Who is counting,

and who dares to try to count? When European newspapers bend over backwards to avoid
identifying arrested \223terrorists\224 or the nanes of \223honor killers\224 and ranpant
child

abusers, we nust wonder why they are giving such nonsters a pass.

Apparently it is politically incorrect to identify sonme nmonsters while others get al
the attention. The nonsters get away with it because they can
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