Denial is not a river in Egypt.
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Al though this headline is a joke, the facts on the ground are not. Fareed Zakari a,
usual ly a sound conmmentator on world affairs, chastised the pessinists who see no
denocracy for the Arab Spring. He noted how slowy the revolutions of America and

France bore fruit. However, liberal denocracy only comes fromcountries with a
2500-year-old western heritage\2270or those that have adopted these val ues (Japan, South
Korea). Whatever fruit Egypt will bear will not be liberal denocracy, no natter how

we wishit.

Over the past few nmonths, the mlitary government has backed off fromtheir promse
that they would yield their power to denocracy. Increasingly violent street conflicts
between the mlitary and the denonstrators alarns the Egyptian majority. The young
and educat ed denonstrators do not represent nost Egyptians, who prefer order to
denocracy. The nmgjority is rural, pious, and feudal

The Egyptian military want no \223hel p\ 224 in establishing a denmocracy. They have arreste
d

(and rel eased under American pressure) a nunber of American idealists, in Egypt to
hel p Egypti ans establish the institutions needed for a denocratic state. Nobody in
control of Egypt wants a denocratic state

Initial elections were held, with \223experts\224 predicting that the Mislim Brotherhood
woul d not get many votes. They were, of course, wong. The Brotherhood and the

Sal afi sts (Islanp-fascists) garnered the majority of seats in Parlianment. Islamsts

are in, wonmen are out. Now, the experts predict that the Brotherhood has \223nbder at ed.
\ 224

| would ask how noderate it can be when its nmission statenent is: \223Allah is our
objective, the Koran is our constitution, the Prophet is our |eader, Jihad is our way
and death for the sake of Allah is the highest of our aspirations.\224

Even worse, the el ections appear to have been fraudul ent. The one internationally
known candi date for president, Mohammed El Baradai, fornmer Director General of the
I nternational Atomi c Energy Agency, condemed the el ectoral fraud and renoved his
nane fromthe roster.

The Free Egyptian Party announced that it had filed nore than 500 conpl ai nts about

Lower House el ections, but no legal action was taken by electoral authorities. This
sanme party (a classic liberal political party) has also pulled out of the upcom ng

Upper House el ections, citing once nore violations that are not punished.

The military establishnent has played a cl ever game. They pushed out the dictator,
Hosni Mubar ak, whom they had | ong sustai ned, and proclai med thensel ves on the side of
the young revolutionaries. Now they are trying to show that the country cannot do

wi thout them They are playing a role behind the scenes in financing the |slam st
parties so that the public will think that the mlitary are still needed.

Egypt has some ot her problems that bode ill for denocracy. After a horrific

popul ati on expl osion, the country is now (as is the entire MuslimMddle East) in
popul ati on crash. Young wonen fromfamlies with six or seven siblings are having one
or at nost two children. Wthin a generation, the nmlitary nay have a problem
recruiting. Although it seens good to see the overpopul ation decline, such rapid
changes i n denpgraphics create tremendous unrest and feelings of despair

The Nil e, which has nurtured Egypt for mllennia, is running short of water. It
cannot even provide half the electric power that the Aswan Dam was supposed to
produce, nor feed its agriculture. Now half the nation\222s wheat nust be inported.
Egypt has already had bread riots, and there will be nmore. China can pay nore for
wheat than Egypt, and they will have it. Watch for hunger

Al'l the noney spent on public education has produced third-rate universities that are
i ncapabl e of providing graduates with any skills needed by nodern econonies. The
majority winds up with dead-end governnment jobs, producing nothing anybody needs. Is
this a failed state in the making?

Egypt\ 222s one reliable industry, tourism is under attack. The Islami sts in Parlianent
will close the tourismbusiness as they shut down resorts, threaten to destroy the
pyram ds (because they predate Islam, and endanger foreign tourists (kidnapping and
terrorisny.



Egypt will not become a denocracy.
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