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Was the killing of Gsama Bin Laden \223justice,\224 as President Chana has said, or was i
t

\ 223vengeance,\ 224 as both critics and admrers clainf Justice, technically, could have
been served by putting that nonster on trial\2270r a succession of trials everywhere he
had ordered mass nurders (Kenya, Yenmen, Bali, Mnbai, London, Spain, and the United
States). Taking himout, the way we did, where he was confined to the house just

like his wonmen, could be said to be vengeance, but | don\222t think it was. Justice is
not just a trial of one\222s peers; it is also seeing to it that a crimnal does not get
away with it. W want to live in a fair, just world, not an endl ess cycl e of

vengeance.

If we want to renenber what a vengeance world is like, just take a | ook at triba
life\227particularly Muslimtribal life around the worl d\227where the key value is \223ho
nor,\ 224

the preservation of which demands bl ood settlement. In our own past, even Wstern
civilization has gone through phases of \223honor\224 and revenge for \223insult.\224 Gen
tl emen

used to duel when offended by a renmark or action, taking the duel to the death of one

of the duelers. This ended in the 19th century.

But it is interesting to see where in our own civilization deadly honor codes and
vengeance were nost valued: Spain and Sicily, both of which were | ong under Mislim

rule. They picked up this value from Arab vengeance codes\227not only demandi ng the
death of offending nmen, but also of wonen who \223di shonored\224 their nmenfol k by real or
i magi ned sexual infidelity.

We all take vicarious pleasure in nmovies and plays in which \223getting even\224 delights
us\ 227but we really do not have such a society. The renmpval of Osama Bin Laden had nore
to do with justice than vengeance. It also had practical value. The synbolismof his
survival for so many years after his crimnal acts was an affront to us\227and to those
nodern states that try to operate by rule of |aw

VWhat is Bin Laden\?222s | egacy? He created a mafia based on an extrenely primtive
interpretation of Islam an interpretation that demanded dictatorial control over al
Muslinms. As his nmovenent and franchi ses ranpaged throughout the world, they left a
trail of violence, blood, and indifference to a body count that included far nore
Musl i ms than non-Muslinms. Wen suicide bonbers detonated thenselves in nmarkets filled
with wormen and children, their handl ers considered it justified because wonmen shoul d
be at hone, not out shopping. Wen weddings and funerals were targeted by bonbers,
that\222s fine because they were not praying at the nosque. Wen nbsques were bl own up
that was fine because they belonged to Miuslimsects other than Al Qaeda\222s. This has
not sat well with Muslins around the world, who are finally ready to condemn this
novenent .

Csama Bin Laden is dead, his body in the Indian Ccean, and there will never be a

shrine to his burial place for fools to attend. He is gone. But Mlitant Islamis

still alive, and for all the talk about the \223Arab Spring\224 and all the wonderful you
ng

peopl e who want \223freedom and dignity,\224 it is not going to happen

How can Egypt have \223freedom and di gnity\224 when in the midst of their denobnstrations,
a

nmob of nmen savagely targeted, raped, and beat an American woman journalist from 60

M nutes, Lara Logan, attenpting to tear her linmb fromlinb, because they thought she

was a Jew (Zionist spy)? Wiat kind of \223Power to the People\224 can Egypt have when a

vast majority polled believe that there should be death for blaspheny (\223insulting\224

the Prophet or Islanm?

Until the ignorance, religious bigotry, and vengeance codes beconme unacceptable to

Egyptians, they will not have a nodern, thriving country, nor will any other Mislim
state in the Arab world. Bin Laden is dead, but the poisonous culture that created
himis still alive for some time to come. But this too will conme to an end.
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