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This fascinating docunmentary is as enotionally involving as nost fiction (at |east

for me.) It is the story of forner New York Governor Eliot Spitzer. As New York\222s
Attorney General, he was one of the brightest, nost upright, and unflaggi ng

prosecutors of mal-doers that New York has ever had. He went after Wall Street big
shots who pl ayed dangerous ganes with the nation\222s econony; the very lucrative escort
busi ness (very expensive prostitution); and corruption by politicians. He was

fearless. This man was on the fast track to becom ng President of the United States.

| still feel heartbreak at how foolish he was to bring all of this crashing about his
ears due to secret behavior that | have not yet been able to conmprehend. This man had
a splendid career, a beautiful and adoring wife and children, and had never had a
bl ot on his reputation before he took up with the very industry that he had been
prosecuti ng\ 227a hi gh-end escort servi ce.

The nystery here is about the sexuality of rich and powerful nen, nen who are rich
enough to do whatever they |ike\227and feel entitled to act on these desires. There is
sonet hing conpel | i ng about a man being able to afford an hour (or a night) with sone
of the nost beautiful and acconplished wonen in the world\227al nost flaunting this
ability to their male peers. It is like being a menber of a very exclusive club for
them Very expensive goods.

But not for Spitzer. He was so righteous, so blessed by having such a lovely famly,

and such a M. Straight that when he was tenpted to exploit the very industry that he
has been prosecuting, he was paranoid about anybody finding out. He knew that he was
doi ng wong\227and was very afraid of having this secret revealed. Wy did he do it?

For me to even fathomthis action, | have to plunb literature: Al an Patton\222s fanous
South African novel: Too Late the Falerope, witten at the tine that sexual relations
bet ween bl acks and whites were severely punished. The hero was a decent policenan,
happily married and living a proper life, who was inexplicably drawn into a

cl andestine and tawdry sexual relationship with a Black woman. There was nothing in
this relationship resenbling love; it was purely sex. And his weakness nmade his life
crash around himjust as Eliot Spitzer\222s life did. There is nothing worse than a
hypocrite\227an of ficial who prosecutes violations of the |aw and them succunbs to the
sane crinme thensel ves.

| can never understand this sort of meaningless |lust. Perhaps being femal e renders ne
tone deaf to the appeal of the kind of risk some nen assune in pursuing the
forbi dden. Surely sex should nean nore than that to anyone with val ues.

In the novie, Spitzer speaks for hinself and blanmes it on hubris\227his own vanity\227and
seens to nean it. | suspect that his nmany enem es also played a part in his
downfal I, but Spitzer blanmes nobody but hinself.

You can see the reinvented Spitzer now as a political talk show co-host on CNN news.
I wonder if he has a future beyond that.

Bur | esque
Aside fromthe innate vulgarity of burlesque, which is essentially a tease for the
titillation of men with nothing better to do, this movie was fun. | |ove watching

Cher, who is aging like good wine (and | have a daughter who | ooks |ike her); and
Stanl ey Tucci is another one a pleasure to watch. Christina Aguilera played the
eager Burl esque Theater wanabe\227and it was anazing to hear her voice soundi ng nmuch
like Cher herself! This is not a profound novie, but |I thought it was fun and

ent ertai ni ng.

The Bl ack Swan

Human bei ngs are made for challenges, and we can see this in serious sports and in

the fine arts. Playing professional golf, for exanple, requires physical novenents
that are essentially unnatural. Gold chanpions often find their ol der years

pai nful \ 227wi t h back and knee problens. Tennis players injure their el bows\227again, a
result of unnatural and repetitive novenents. But there is nothing nore unnatural and
damagi ng to the human body than ballet\227and yet nothing nore beautiful. Those who
strive for such excellence in these endeavors do pay a price for success.



Bl ack Swan is a psychol ogical horror filmthat focuses on a perfectionist young
bal | et dancer, played by Natalie Portman, who is chosen to dance the double rol e of
the Wiite Queen and the Bl ack Swan in Tchai kovsky\ 222s beauti ful Swan Lake. Although
she perforns the role of the virginal Wite Queen very well, she nust plunb the
depths of her very being to assunme the role of the Black Swan, who is evil, sensual
and very aggressive. The process of learning to dance this role conpletely undoes the
sanity of a young woman who was not all that normal to begin with. Portman, who had
studi ed dance, trained for several years for this film and it shows. It is also
clear that the conbination of stresses, not eating, and obsessive training, can

i ndeed turn a young dancer into a nut case.

Strangely enough, this horror novie was fun to watch\227and the bol dness of the director
in going over the top had the audi ence | aughi ng\227but wat chi ng nonetheless. It is
worthwhile to see Natalie Portman in the role of the dancer\227and it is always
worthwhile to see any kind of performance of the wonderful Swan Lake.

The Fighter. Just as the denmands on the body of becoming a ballet dancer are
excessive, so are the physical denands of beconming a prizefighter. The boxing gane is
not sonmething that | can take in real life, but if the novie good enough (as this one
is), and I know that they are not really pumeling each other, | will see it. To see
this film 1 also violated another principle of mne: not to spend tine with people
ina filmwho represent those in life that | would not have over for |unch

The Fighter, however was worth the time. This filmis nore about fanmly than about
fighting. The story is based on a real welterweight fighter who becane worl d chanpi on
despite every difficulty. Hs difficulties included his ol der brother, his trainer

who was hopel essly drug addicted and not very smart\227and a fierce nother who was his
manager. This nother of nine (seven girls and two boys) clained that she | oved them

al | equal | y\227whi ch she nost certainly did not. Her eldest, the Prodigal Son, received
all of her love while the rest struggled for attention, to the detrinment of his

career, until he could get out fromunder his dysfunctional famly..

VWhat is nost worthwhile in this novie is the acting: Mark Wahlberg pl aying M ckey
Ward, the aspiring boxer; Christian Bale as Di cky Ecklund, his unreliable brother
Mel i ssa Leo as his nother-nanager; and Any Adans pl ayi ng Charl ene, M ckey\222s
girlfriend who hel ps rescue himfromthe bullying of his fanily. These actors are al
at the top of their gane\227and Wahl berg, like Natalie Portnan in The Bl ack Swan
trained for years to play this boxer. Mst inpressive.

True Git. My husband and | have a deal: that he will see one nobvie a year with

ne\ 227and it was True it this tine. His problemis that as soon as the theater |ights
go off, he goes to sleep. | amhappy to say that True Git kept hi mawake\227and

ent ert ai ned.

It is not easy to make a filmlike this that had such popularity as the former one in
whi ch John Wayne pl ayed Rooster Cogburn, the one-eyed drunken Marshall who is hired
by a very spunky 14-year-old girl to help her hunt down her father\222s nurderer\227a ver

y

nasty w |l d-west outlaw. The Coen Brothers (nost fampus for their bloody filns\227Fargo
and No Country For A d Men) have nade their first famly novie\227and it was wonderful!
Thi s version was nmuch cl oser to the book on which both filns were based\227and the
proper |anguage of all the characters (except when drunk) in the face of their very
bad behaviors were a little |ike watching Macheth, a very savage play with characters
speaki ng very beautiful English. | loved it!

Jeff Bridges was a delight as Rooster Cogburn, holding his own against the menory of
John Wayne; Matt Danon was very funny as a Texas Marshall who was al so after the same
nurderer; and best of all was a young actress (13 at the tinme of filmng), Hailee
Steinfeld, who held her own with all the scenery-chewers in this film | amsure we
will see her again.

The Ki ng\ 222s Speech. What a wonderful way to end the movie year\227with this lovely film
about King George VI, who had a crippling stamer, and an Australian speech therapi st
(non-1licensed) who hel ped himdeal with his disability\227and ultimately---to a
successful reign as king the British Enpire.

The story is true\227and has not been told or dramatized until after Queen Mot her

El i zabet h di ed\ 227at her request. The novie is about a nunber of issues: an untinely
abdi cation of Edward VIII, the elder son of King George V, and its consequence for
the next in line, Prince Al bert, who was crippled by a stanmer that nade public



speaki ng i nmpossi bl e.

The story is also about Britain in the 1930s being faced by the rise of two horrors
for Europe: Hitler and Stalin, and how the British Enpire should deal with them Had
Edward VIII not abdicated, England\222s entry into World War || might not have
happened\ 227wi th dire consequences for the world. That King and his dreadful wife,
Wal | ace Sinpson, were not only shallow, but were very inpressed by how Hitler handl ed
t hi ngs.

Prince Albert (Bertie to his famly) was terrified at the prospect of having to
beconme King and | ead his nation through dire times. This is the story of a nman

agoni zed by sel f-doubt and fear who not only overcane his difficulties, but served as
a nodel of decency and intelligence as King.

Renenberi ng how different child-rearing was a century ago than now i s enough to make

us all feel very lucky. The nunber of British stamrerers used to be notorious\227in part
due to the old superstition about being born | eft-handed and the cruel insistence on
puni shing this condition. Add to this the cruelty and fear of the elites to have
children who were in any way abnormal or different. One of King George\222s brothers was
epi l eptic\227and shut away from sight, although he was said to be a delightful and
clever boy. He died in his adol escence fromthe di sease that had no treatment at the
time\227epi |l epsy.

Colin Firth, who played Prince Al bert, may well get an Acadeny Award for his

extraordi nary perfornance of a prince with a destabilizing stanmer. CGeoffrey Rush,

al ways wonderful, was his therapist and over the years real friend. Helena Bonham
Carter, who seens so at home in period dramas, was |um nous and | oving as Bertie\222s

wi fe\ 227and not her of today\222s Queen Elizabeth and the |l ate Princess Margaret-Rose. And
two of nmy least favorite people\227the Duke of Wndsor and his Anerican nuch divorced

wi fe---were played by Guy Pearce and Eva Best\227with horrifying accuracy. The world was
bl essed by their renoval fromany position of power.

| think this filmcould well becone a classic favorite\227and | for one would | ove to
see it once a year.



