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I ran\ 222s Probl ens.

The latest news fromlran: sanctions are really starting to bite. The governnment has
suspended subsidies for food and fuel\227which will not please the masses used to the
| argesse of bread and circuses (stoning wonen for adultery). People may put up with
bad justice systens\227but do not take kindly to | osing subsidies considered
entitlenents.

In addition, the internal stresses in Iran\222s governnent are difficult to confirm

Iran has such a long history of governmental I[ying that few Iranians ever believe

of ficial pronouncements, depending instead on an active runmor nmill. This caveat

notwi thstanding, it is increasingly apparent that President Ahmadinejad is detested

by the parlianent, whose nmenbers are accusing himof \223dictatorial aspirations.\224 Th
e

ruling clerics have al ways had divi sions. However, upon seizing power, the

cl erics\227under Ayatol | ah Khonei ni\227brooked no di fferences of opinion. He | ocked up

di ssident clerics. The present Suprene Leader is doing the same, but the dissidence

is growi ng nevert hel ess.

A couple of munitions explosions in Revolutionary Guard military facilities have been
reported as \223accidental fires.\224 No one is saying how these fires began, nor saying
why so many guards died in these accidents.

Russi ans Fl eeing Iran

The Russi ans have been \223hel ping\224 Iran with its nuclear programfor nmany years now.
They take lranian noney\227but so far, no project is finished (or working). Now a
particularly nasty conputer worm has infected the Iranian nuclear conputers and
centrifuges\227and the Iranian government is |ooking hard at their Russian buddies. The
Russi an technol ogi sts are leaving Iran fast\227hoping to get out before Iran starts to
jail them and hold them hostage. Maybe the Israelis won\222t have to bonb their
facilities after all. And think about the anmpbunt of nobney (and chest-thunping) Iran

has done about their nuclear program What nust the hard-pressed public think?

| srael and the Saudis.

Al t hough these two countries have had | ong and poi sonous rel ations, sometines the

old Mddle East practice of \223the enenmy of ny eneny is ny friend\224 (albeit tenporari
y)

warns up the relationship. The Saudis have permitted the Israeli Air Force to

construct a secret base, five nmiles outside of Tabuk, Saudi Arabia. The two countries
pretend not to know each other\227but they are working together on this one. Wy? The
eneny of both is Iran, and the issue that unites themis Iran\222s nucl ear aspirations.

There have been runors (not confirmed) that the Saudis have opened a corridor for
free passage of Israei conbat planes en route to Iran\227whi ch reduces the distance
between Israel and Iran\227and reduces the refueling need.

In addition, the US has several naval carrier strike forces in the Gulf with a
mul tinational group of marines and sailors, American, Cerman, Israeli, and Canadi an
at Canp Pendl eton, being trained and at the ready.

Rapi ng \ 223Fri ends of Pal esti ne\224.

Young western woren (including |Israeli peaceni ks) who get suckered into the support

of Pal estinians against Israelis are literally putting their bodies on the Iine\227and
the danger is not fromlsrael

Two former activists say it is an open secret within the \223Peace Canp\ 224 that foreign
femal e activists are routinely harassed and raped by the Arabs of the \223CQccupi ed
Territories.\224 Even nore shocking is that |eft-wi ng support for the

Pal esti ni ans\ 227i ncl udi ng western fem ni sts\227shoul d cover up this horror because for th
em

politics trunps fem nism Shame on them (www. | srael Nati onal News.com)

pen Letter to Al Qaeda

A fornmer nenber of A Qaeda, Libyan Islam st Noman Benotman, says that OGsama bin

Laden\ 222s notions of Islanm c principles are not only wong, but damage |Islam Benot man
has sterling credentials as a Mijahid dating back to the Afghan war agai nst the

Sovi ets, but he was staunchly opposed to Bin Laden wanting to take the Jihad to

Ameri ca. Even Afghani stan\222s Mil |l ah Omar was agai nst attacki ng Ameri ca\227but bin Laden



went ahead anyway. In an open letter to bin Laden, Benotman says al Qaeda does not
represent Muslins in the West, nor even Muslinms in the Arab world. \223Arned viol ence
has reached its end,\224 he says. (See Camille Tawi n, London, for Al -Shorfa.com)
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